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We live in an age of constant connec�on — yet genuine a�en�on has quietly become rare. Surrounded by 

no�fica�ons, messages, and endless digital noise, we are connected to everyone and everything, but seldom truly 

present with anyone. The result is subtle but real — conversa�ons without listening, friendships without depth, and 

progress without pause.

Rotary, in many ways, stands as a quiet contrast to this hurried world. Every weekly mee�ng, fellowship, and club 

celebra�on offers more than an agenda; it offers a moment of s�llness — a space where people look up from their 

screens and truly connect. These gatherings remind us that togetherness isn't built through constant communica�on, 

but through genuine human presence.

District conferences and assemblies extend this spirit further. They bring Rotarians from across regions to share ideas, 

exchange experiences, and celebrate common purpose. Beyond leadership and planning, these events restore 

something we are losing fast — the art of a�en�ve listening and shared understanding.

When members travel across states or countries through friendship exchanges, the essence of Rotary shines even 

brighter. Staying with host Rotarians, learning their culture, and forming bonds through shared experiences — these 

moments remind us that empathy cannot be sent through a message; it must be felt in person.

The same warmth flows through every community camp — whether it's for health, environment, or educa�on. Amidst 

the bustle of ac�vity, what makes the difference is not the scale of the event, but the sincerity of a�en�on — eyes that 

meet, hands that help, and hearts that care.

In the quiet between words and screens, we find what ma�ers most — connec�on that feels real. Let this be Rotary's 

quiet message in a noisy world: to be fully present is to honour life itself.

 BEYOND SCREENS, TOWARDS SOULS
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Rediscovering presence in a world that never pauses
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The Rotary Friendship Exchange (RFE) team from RI District 3060, comprising members of the Rotary Club 

of Surat, embarked on a memorable visit to Club Rotario Oaxaca Antequera, Mexico (RI District 4195) on 

27th October 2025.

The visi�ng team — Team Leader Adv. Rtn. Ajay Mehta along with Rotary partner Nayana Mehta, PP Rtn. 

Sandip Nanava� with Rtn. Dip� Nanava�, and PE Rtn. Harshad Kinkhabwala with Rotary partner Amisha 

Kinkhabwala — were warmly received by their gracious hosts in Oaxaca City, a place known for its vibrant 

culture and hear�elt hospitality.

The group is experiencing the true essence of Rotary friendship through local homestays, immersing 

themselves in the rhythm of Oaxacan life. Their visit coincided with the Halloween and Day of the Dead 

fes�vi�es, when the city transforms into a living canvas of altars, marigolds, candles, music, and 

memories — celebra�ng both life and legacy.

From savouring tradi�onal cuisine to exploring the ancient ruins of Monte Albán and strolling through 

colourful neighbourhoods filled with art and warmth, every moment reflects the beauty of cultural 

connec�on.

The Surat RFE team carries home not just souvenirs, but stories — of shared humanity, ar�s�c spirit, and 

enduring friendship — a true testament to the Rotary ideal of advancing world understanding through 

people-to-people exchange.

 A JOURNEY OF CULTURE, COLOUR AND CONNECTION

thIssue 019  I  07  November 2025

 When cultures meet, hearts connect — Rotary makes the world feel smaller and warmer.
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ILLUMINATING VISION ACROSS BORDERS

We are delighted to share that the Rotary Club of Surat has joined hands with the Rotary Club of Malang Central, 

District 3420, Indonesia, as the Interna�onal Partner for Global Grant #2578235 – “Gi� of Sight.” 

This global ini�a�ve aims to restore and enhance vision for underserved communi�es in Batu, Malang, Indonesia, 

through sustainable eye-care services and outreach. The grant has been officially submi�ed for authoriza�on, 

marking another meaningful step in Rotary's mission to create las�ng impact — one vision, one life at a �me.
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KNOW YOUR MEMBER :  RTN. BHAIRAV DESAI 

Rtn. Bhairav Desai joined Rotary in 2014–15, and since then has been an ac�ve 

and dedicated member, serving as Chairperson of various club commi�ees.

A Civil Engineering graduate, he currently serves as an Execu�ve Engineer at 

the Surat Municipal Corpora�on (SMC). His professional journey began in 

Mumbai, where he worked on projects spanning construc�on, architecture, 

and interior design.

Since joining SMC in 1998, he has played a vital role in city management and 

urban infrastructure, contribu�ng to major projects in water supply, 

sewerage, storm drainage, solid waste management, and wastewater 

recycling. He has been ac�vely involved in the Tapi Shuddhikaran Project, 

water security ini�a�ves, and the prepara�on of Surat's City Development and Master Plans.

Rtn. Bhairav has also contributed to flood risk management studies and helped dra� the Na�onal Guidelines for 

Urban Flooding under the Na�onal Disaster Management Authority (NDMA).

Beyond his professional and Rotary commitments, he nurtures a keen interest in current affairs, history, and 

literature, and enjoys music, movies, and wealth management.

He is married to his mul�talented and dynamic wife, Manjari, and together they are blessed with a son, 

Hridayam.

PAL BAL AANGANWADI: PEOPLE OF ACTION

On Saturday, 1st November 2025, healthy meals were distributed to 25 children at Pal Bal Anganwadi, sponsored 

by Palak Wankawala, daughter of Rtn. Jagru� and Rtn. Kamal Gandhi, and volunteered by Rtn. Kamalbhai 

Gandhi along with Rotary partner Purvi N. Mehta.
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TRANSFORMING LIVES: COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE THROUGH DIALYSIS

The dialysis machines benefi�ng pa�ents at Lokhat Hospital have been generously given by the Rotary 

Club of Surat under the district 3060 grant with the dona�on received from Shri Hemant & Kalpana Desai 

from the funds of Manavta Trust. Each month, this ini�a�ve benefits numerous pa�ents, significantly 

enhancing their access to essen�al healthcare services.   
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RC SURAT CELEBRATES LEADERSHIP — KUDOS TO  PP NIKHIL MADRASI!

Rotary Club of Surat congratulates PP Nikhil Madrasi, President of The 

Southern Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SGCCI), on his recent 

appointments — represen�ng SGCCI as Managing Commi�ee Member of 

ASSOCHAM, IMC, and GCCI, and as Na�onal Execu�ve Commi�ee Member 

of FICCI.

These recogni�ons reflect his leadership, commitment, and contribu�on to 

the business community. The Rotary family wishes him con�nued success and 

many more milestones ahead.  
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BIRTHDAY 

th
9  November

th9  November

th12  November

th13  November

th14  November 

ROTARY INFORMATION

ANNIVERSARY

Rtn. Snehal and Jayna Patelth8  November

UPCOMING PROGRAMME 

th7  November

th8  November

th9  November

   

“Surat Flora and Fauna Day”  Idea with Rtn. Nainish C. Parekh

Healthy food distribu�on at Bal Anganwadi   

Handing over -  RC Surat Gastrointes�nal Endoscopy Centre to Shree Gurunanak Hospital
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Rtn. Dr. Harish D. Chauhan 

Rotary Partner Tinjal Mrunal Kothari

Rotary Partner Vandana Rajesh Desai

Rotary Partner Purvi Nimish Mehta

Rotary partner Chandraben P. Mistry


